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As always, the latter half of the term has flown by, and we have
concluded the year with a wonderful sense of community. We celebrated
several memorable events this term, including the Sports Awards
Evening, Carols on the Green, the Early Learning Nativity, and our
Presentation Evening.
At our Presentation evening, our Board Chair presented future
developments here at the School and we recognised the achievements of
our students from Years 2 – Year 12. 
I had the pleasure of also announcing our 2026 Student leaders,
congratulations to the follwing students:

Primary School
Lily Storer:                     Year 6 Captain
Jagger Hicks:                Year 6 Captain
Owen Burgess:              Arts Captain
Paige Steinki:                 Environment Captain
Mackenzie Withders:     Sports Captain
Harry Sutherland:          Whitby Captain
Lillian Jarrett:                Yarrabah Captain

Secondary School
Ellie Brodie                    School Captain
Kyron Schwarz:             School Captain
Cameron Rann:             Academic Captain
Ruby Snell:                    Arts Captain
Tahlia Gilbert:                Environment Captain
Holly Goodall:                Service Captain
Colm Galvin:                  Sports Captain
Madelyn Inglis-Hodge:  Whitby Captain
Ava O’Neill:                    Yarrabah Captain 

2026 Term Dates
Term 1*
Thursday 29 January -
Thursday 2 April

Term 2
Tuesday 21 April -
Friday 26 June

Term 3
Wednesday 22 July -
Friday 25 September

Term 4 
Monday 12 October -
Thursday 10 December

    * For full details for
2026 staggered start
please refer to the term
dates on the school
website



I also wish to extend heartfelt thanks to our 2025 School Leaders for their dedication and
achievements throughout the year.

As the year concludes we bid a fond farewell to staff on short term contracts: Suresh
Veerappan, Jack Opie, Katrina Wade, Jack Opie, Ryan Kosovich, Alison Veerappan, Hannah
Robinson, Lisa Hopkins and Thalia Kiely.We also say goodbye to longer standing staff: Debbie
Bull, Hannah Godlonton, James Piper, Tanya Hughes, Tanya Van den Dries, Ruth Cartwright
who is jetting off internationally, Lee Sieracki who will be heading into a much deserved
retirement, Elizabeth Vos as she and her family get ready to move interstate and Jodie Brown
who has been with us for 14 years as an Education Assistant. We thank them all for their
incredible contributions to our school community. 

As we move into the festive season, I wish our entire school community a joyful Christmas and
a peaceful New Year. We look forward to welcoming you back in 2026.
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From the principal’s desk - Ms Patricia Rodrigues  (cont)

Our 2026 Secondary
School leaders
getting into the
festive spirit for our
Carols on the Green



Chaplain’s Chat - Dr Noah Mbano 
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Chaplain’s Christmas message to the Court Grammar Family

To the Court Grammar family—students, families, teachers, and friends.
This season of Advent is a very special time of the year. A time we get
together as families to celebrate Christmas with music, story, and
community. 
Christmas is one of those times in the year when we pause—right at the
end of a busy school term—to remember what really matters. Even
though we all come from different backgrounds and traditions, Christmas
invites us into a story that speaks to every age and every generation.
It’s the story of a baby born in a very simple place—nothing fancy,
nothing decorated, nothing perfect. And yet that small beginning
changed the world. Jesus’ birth reminds us that important things often
start in quiet, unexpected moments. A small act of kindness. A word of
encouragement. A friendship that grows. A new hope taking shape in an
ordinary place.
In schools, we see this all the time. A smile in the hallway can turn
someone’s day around. A helping hand in the playground can build
confidence. A student finding courage to try something new can shape
their future. Christmas reminds us that small things matter—not just to us,
but to the people around us.

When the angels announced the birth of Jesus, they shared a message we all still need today:
“Peace on earth, and goodwill to all people.”
Peace—something our world longs for. Peace in our homes. Peace in our friendships. Peace when
things feel stressful or uncertain. And goodwill—the choice to treat one another with kindness,
patience, and generosity.
As I watched our much praised Nativity play, and listened to our students sing and perform, I
was  reminded that Christmas is more than presents, decorations, or holidays. 
It’s an invitation:

 

 • to bring peace where there is tension,
 • to look after those who might feel alone,
 • to step into the new year with hope,
 • and to shine light wherever we can.

Christians believe that through Christmas ‘light came
into the world, and the darkness could not overcome
it’. Every time we choose kindness, courage, or
compassion, we share a bit of that light with others. So,
as we celebrate this special and joyous time of the
year—may you carry the joy, hope, and peace of
Christmas into the holidays and into the year ahead.
 
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year. Thank you for being part of this wonderful
community.



Reflecting on 2025, it has been an exciting year in the Secondary
school. 

Our student numbers continue to grow, seeing us add the seventh
stream in Year seven next year. We look forward to the new Sapling
Centre being open next year and await the completion of the pool.

Our students continue to have a strong presence in the community through our work
placement program, and some students have been offered traineeships and apprenticeships
because of their hard work in these programs. 

The musical, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, was a highlight of the annual calendar. It was a
wonderful experience for all students and staff involved, bringing the school community closer
together. 

Other highlights this year have been the fantastic participation of all students in the inter-
House competition, be it the sporting events like the Marron Cub, Athletics or Court Cup, or
other activities like the Spelling Bee, Thread the Needle challenge or the Giant Ring Toss. These
competitions bring out the best in all students. 

Congratulations to all the students who won awards on Presentation Night. Your continued
hard work and dedication to your studies is to be commended. 

As we look forward to 2026, I'd like to take this opportunity to provide a quick reminder about
book lists. Please ensure your child is prepared with the correct resources upon return in 2026.
Resources and books can be purchased through Campion. Refer to the information that has
been sent home via SEQTA. 

Have a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Head of Secondary School - Mr Brad Krokosz
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We’ve continued to see strong academic results across ATAR, General and
VET courses, with several students successfully gaining early offers into
university and many more accessing off-campus TAFE courses. 



Head of Primary School - Mrs Patricia Mcloughlin
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As the school year draws to a close, I would like to say thank you to our
Primary school community for your support throughout 2025. A school
community thrives when ongoing communication is open, respectful
and consistent. When parents and staff work together, sharing
information, supporting one another and focusing on the needs of the
children, we can create a learning environment where students feel 

secure, understood and motivated to succeed. Together, we make our Primary section an even
stronger community. I look forward to more opportunities to see our Primary students shine in
2026. 
Our staff have worked with dedication and care across the school year, ensuring that every child
feels known, supported and challenged in their learning. Their commitment has been
unwavering, and the impact of their hard work is visible in the steady growth and confidence
shown by our students. As we move into the holiday break, our teachers and educational
assistants deserve a well-earned rest. I know you will join me in thanking them for the
professionalism, energy and heart they bring to their roles each day.
We also wish to acknowledge several valued staff members who will be leaving CGS at the end
of 2025. Miss Godlonton, Mrs Wade, Mrs Van Den Dries, Mr Opie, Ms Sieracki, Mrs Lisa Hopkins,
Mrs Vos, Miss Birmingham and Mrs Brown have each contributed significantly to our Primary
school community. Their commitment to our students, their professionalism and the care they
have shown in their roles have made a lasting impact. While we are sad to see them go, we are
deeply grateful for everything they have given to our Primary section of the school. We wish
each of them every success and happiness in the next chapter of their journeys.
On behalf of everyone in our Primary section of the school, I wish you all a safe, restful and
joyful holiday season. We look forward to welcoming you back in the new year.

Semester Reports 
Our semester reports will be sent out at the end of this school term, the
week after the students have left the school for this academic year. For
this year, the structure of our Semester Two report presents the same as
our Semester One report; however, there may be a difference in the
assessment of concepts, understandings, skills and dispositions.   

Please note that students have been assessed on a combination of ongoing assessment, formal
assessments and teacher judgement over the semester. Students are assessed on what has
been taught. This means that it is quite likely for a child to demonstrate ‘A’ standardin a
particular area in Semester 1; however, they may demonstrate ‘C’ standard in Semester 2. This
does not mean that the student is not progressing or has regressed. Rather, it means that in
one specific concept and at one point in the year, the child’s understanding was excellent in the
areas being explored. However, later in the year, with different concepts, skills, etc., the child’s
understanding was assessed as being satisfactory for the areas being explored. Please note:
students who are on an Individual Education Plan may have part or all of their report modified
based upon the goals in the individual plan. This will have been discussed between parents,
caregivers and teachers before the report is issued. 



What's happening around the School
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Kindergarten Semester 2 Reports
Our Kindergarten report provides a clear snapshot of your child’s learning and development
across the year. The report is organised into the key curriculum areas of English, Fine and
Gross Motor Skills, Mathematics and Personal and Social Development, each presented
through specific ‘I can…’ statements that describe the skills and behaviours your child is
demonstrating. 
These statements are drawn directly from the Western Australian Kindergarten Curriculum
Guidelines, ensuring consistency and clarity. Your child’s progress in each area is indicated
using a five-point achievement scale: Excellent, High, Satisfactory, Limited or Very Low
achievement. A general comment from the classroom teacher accompanies the table,
providing a personalised overview of your child’s engagement, confidence and growth
throughout the semester. Together, these components offer a comprehensive picture of both
academic progress and early developmental milestones. 

This year Faith and her Dad Jamie completed a Continuous End-to-End
of the Bibbulmun Track. Rich in history, the track runs from the coast in
Albany to the hills in Kalamunda (approximately a 1000km), following
much of Western Australia's abandoned railroads and passing through
many historical mining and logging towns. The track also passes
through one of the world's 36 Biodiversity Hot Spots.
It took Faith (and her Dad) 67 days to complete their trip, walking hut
to hut and hopping off at towns along the way to restock their food
supplies and have a shower! They also had to double back to complete
two sections that closed after a bushfire passed through.

Bibbulmun Track achievement - Faith Year 5

Faith was just 5 years old when she completed her first
three day walk on the Bibbulmun Track. Back then it
took her all day to walk 11km with a 2kg backpack. This
time however she would be carrying up to 8kg in her
backpack and on some days, travel more than 25
kilometres by foot over what can be at times, very
rugged terrain.
It was an extraordinary accomplishment for a 10 year
old and we are incredibly proud of her.
Faith recorded her epic adventure in a journal which
she completed daily and returned home with much
more focused and independent which we hope will help
her as she journeys through life.
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Year 6 Celebration Assembly 
The Year 6 Teaching team would like to congratulate and applaud all Year 6's who have worked
extremely hard for the best part of Term 4, and a small amount of Term 3, contributing to their
Celebration Assembly performance; Tutting. 
 
Some background understanding - what is Tutting?   
  
Tutting is precise and controlled movements that focuses on creating geometrical shapes and
angles using the arms, hands, and fingers.   

Movements are performed with crisp, sharp, and
clean lines, often forming right angles,
symmetrical patterns, and box-like positions.   
 
Well done Year 6's. We congratulate you on your
amazing efforts, and an excellent year of learning
and growth. You are very well prepared for Year 7.
Ms Snellaert, Miss Sanghera and Mrs Fletcher,
wish you all the very best. 

Police Rangers - Mr Krokosz
The Police Rangers have capped off another successful year with various activities. We
rounded out the events with a visit to the Baldivis Aqua Park for new experiences on the
water. Congratulations to Aidan Watson for winning the Ranger of the Year Award at the
Presentation Night. His leadership and engagement in the program during 2025 inspired all.
Thank you to all the Rangers who have enjoyed and participated in 2025!
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Peer Support Camp 
Our recent leadership camp in the Stirling Ranges offered an excellent opportunity for our future
Year 7 Peer Support Leaders to develop the personal qualities and teamwork skills they will need
in 2026. Across the three days, students took part in a series of activities designed to strengthen
communication, resilience, and cooperation. The highlight for many was the chance to hike
through the spectacular national park, including completing the Granite Skywalk and greeting
the morning sun with a hot chocolate and cooked breakfast at the top of Bluff Knoll.

Throughout the camp, it was evident that the group grew steadily in maturity and confidence.
Students learnt more about one another, supported their peers through physical and personal
challenges, and built a strong sense of trust within the team. By the final day, the cohort
returned with a clearer understanding of their leadership roles and a deeper appreciation for
the responsibility they will carry as mentors to our incoming Year 7 students. The camp proved
to be a rewarding and memorable experience for all involved.

Year 10 Food Science - Mrs Nash
As the academic year draws to a close, I am incredibly proud to
reflect on the tremendous success and growth demonstrated by
all students across Years 6 through 10 in Food Science. This year
has been an exceptional journey where every student has not
only gained significant theoretical knowledge but has also
developed invaluable, hands-on experience in the kitchen.
Witnessing their enthusiasm for learning essential life skills,
particularly cooking and nutrition, has been a true highlight. It is
my sincere hope that the confidence and practical ability
students have developed will be transferred and applied
successfully at home, helping them contribute to family meals
and fostering a lifelong passion for good food. The final
practical sessions were a festive triumph, with all students
mastering a wonderful array of Christmas classics: perfectly
crumbly shortbread, beautifully spiced gingerbread, luxurious
chocolate truffles, and irresistibly gooey raspberry and white
chocolate blondies. I feel immensely privileged to have taught
this dedicated and talented cohort, and I look forward to seeing
the impressive things they will achieve with these foundational
skills in the future.
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Future Pathways - Ms Stringer
Empowering Future Pathways at Court Grammar School
Students at Court Grammar School (CGS) are fortunate to have a wide range of choices as they
progress through Years 10, 11 and 12. In a fast-paced and ever-changing world, the demands of
future careers continue to shift, with opportunities emerging across trades, university study and
direct employment.
CGS students are exceptionally well positioned to pursue Vocational Education and Training
(VET), a pathway that provides nationally recognised qualifications aligned with current industry
needs. VET ensures students graduate with real-world skills, experience and confidence to enter
the workforce or continue further study.
Importantly, today’s education landscape offers greater flexibility than ever before. Students no
longer have to choose between VET or university, many are now able to combine both. Through
hybrid study programs, CGS students can complete VET qualifications while also keeping a
direct pathway to university open, thanks to expanded higher education access options and
evolving entry requirements.
We congratulate our dedicated VET students who have successfully achieved their full
qualification certificates throughout the year. Their commitment and hard work have set a
strong foundation for future success.
Our Year 10 students are also gaining invaluable experience as they participate in four days of
Work Shadowing across a wide range of workplaces. These practical learning opportunities help
students explore potential careers and build confidence as they prepare for their senior years.
Finally, we extend a sincere thank you to the students who take on the challenge of balancing
both school and TAFE studies, the parents and carers who support them every step of the way,
and the many businesses who generously open their doors to host CGS students in their
workplaces. Your combined efforts make a meaningful difference in the lives of our young
people.
We look forward to another successful year in 2026 as our students continue to explore their
strengths, discover their passions and shape their own futures.

With robot that sorts and organises
 the prescription medicine in the pharmacy

Mirabilia Early Learning 
during Workplacement



Page 10

Sports Awards Night - Mr Faulkner
Our recent Sport Awards and Academy Induction Night was a
strong showcase of the depth and quality within our school’s
sporting programs. Students were recognised across our Specialist
AFL, Basketball and Netball programs, along with standout
performances in Interschool Athletics, Swimming and Cross
Country. The night also highlighted the efforts of our RKAS non-
specialist sports teams, acknowledging the commitment and
competitiveness they’ve shown throughout the year.
The atmosphere was positive and well-supported, with families,
staff and students coming together to celebrate a year of genuine
growth and achievement. It was clear that our athletes continue to
set high standards in both performance and attitude, and the
recognition they received was well deserved.
We also formally inducted our new Academy athletes for AFL,
Basketball and Netball. This group now steps into a program that
demands hard work, discipline and teamwork, and the night
marked the start of their journey as they prepare to represent the
school at a higher level.
Student Results
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Sports Awards Night - Mr Faulkner
Student Results

Male and Female Sports Person of the Year

Charlie Sullivan
ACC Athletics - Champion Boy
ACC Swimming - 5  Overallth

Senior Boys AFL
Court Cup
AFL Umpire
CGS Cross-Country

Ava O’Neill
SSWA Basketball
RKAS Volleyball
RKAS Basketball
ACC Athletics
Senior Girls AFL
Court Cup
RKAS Basketball Umpire
ACC All Stars Basketball

RKAS 2025

Court Grammar has taken out the RKAS Sub-
Association title for the third year in a row — an
impressive achievement and a real credit to the
hard work, consistency, and commitment of our
students. This result reflects a group that shows
up, competes hard and genuinely cares about
representing the school well.
What makes it even more exciting is that we now
step into a new sub-association that will bring
fresh challenges and stronger competition. It’s a
great opportunity for our students to test
themselves, grow even further and continue
building the school’s reputation in interschool
sport.
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Final House Results for 2025 - Mr Freel
What better way to cap off the year for House, than with the second
annual inter-House Basketball game… on the last day of school… with
none other than Head Coach of our Basketball Academy & former
Perth Wildcat legend, Ricky Grace as official referee!
 
The game ran in the same format as the traditional AFL/W Court Cup;
Girl’s 10 minute quarters 1 & 3 and Boy’s quarters 2 & 4. Each year level
contributing to the cumulative score in separate periods of the day. 

As you can see from the results below, it was almost a clean sweep from Yarrabah. However, the
Whitby players (and spectators alike!) are to be commended on maintaining a “never say die” positive
attitude all the way through.
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Final House Results for 2025 - Mr Freel
House Champions

These outstanding individuals excelled in their House challenge pursuits this year by amassing the most
points out of anyone in the entire school!

·Primary Whitby of The Year: Matthew Howell
·Primary Yarrabah of the Year: Abel Smith

·Secondary Whitby of the Year: Noah Mitchell
·Secondary Yarrabah of the Year: Lachlan Tinsley

·Staff Whitby of the Year: Mr Opie
·Staff Yarrabah of the Year: Ms Gallager

House Shield and Challenge Cup

Now that all of the (thirty plus!) different House events throughout the year have drawn to a close, we
have crowned the winner of the Primary & Secondary House Shields, along with the 2025 Challenge
Cup to the overall winning House.

Congratulation to Yarrabah for taking out both House Shields and the 2025 Challenge Cup!

Primary House Coordinator’s, Mrs Cabassi and Ms Silvi, together with Secondary House Coordinator’s,
Mr Jenkin, Mr Piper and I would like to thank all the Whitby & Yarrabah students, staff and families for
rallying around their Houses this year. It has been great to see our competition continuing to go from
strength to strength with everyone’s support. The sense of belonging, positive House spirit, healthy
competition and rivalry has been truly outstanding.

Special mentions to our 2025 Year 6 House Captains & Year 12 House Prefects; Dylan Hall, Ryan Stuart,
Ebonie Richardson & Jobe Riseley for their hard work and dedication throughout the year. I have truly
appreciated their assistance and support.

With all that said, I am very much looking forward to an even bigger and better House campaign in
2026 for both the Primary & Secondary!

Wishing for all members of our community to “Rise to the occasion” this Christmas and “Leap into
action” for the new year,

Primary:
·Whitby = 12,201
·Yarrabah = 12,626

Secondary:
·Whitby = 15,106
·Yarrabah = 16,600
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Sustainable Christmas Decorations
As we headed into the end of the year, our students have been busy participating in the
Sustainable Christmas Decoration Competition. This competition is aimed at encouraging
students to think outside of the box, while creating beautiful festive items that are also gentle
on our planet. Our guest judge Hayley Calway (Waste Education Office) from the SJ Shire was
very impressed and it was a very hard decision for the judging team

Winners: 
Secondary School - Mrs Vella Critien’s
PCG 7 Y2
Primary School - Miss Kiely’s Kindy
Class

Certificate recipients:
Category of Creativity: Mr Lockwood-
Hall’s Year 5s
Category of Recycled, Repurposed
and Reused items: Mrs Carnaby’s Year
1s"

We are delighted to share some exciting news and
press release about one of our students, Eilidh
McKay, who recently achieved recognition beyond
the school community through her involvement with
Western Theatrics Inc.

In November, Eilidh participated in Western
Theatrics’ performance of Frozen JR. at the Junior
Theatre Festival in Newcastle. The production was
professionally adjudicated and praised for its
artistry, teamwork, and characterisation. The
ensemble was honoured with the Broadway Media
Outstanding Production Award, a distinction that
celebrates excellence across all aspects of
performance. This achievement reflects the
dedication, creativity, and collaborative spirit of the
group, and we are thrilled that Eilidh was part of this
success.

We also wish to acknowledge Nicole George, a
valued member of our staff, who represented
Western Theatrics at the festival. Nicole contributed
to a pilot program for new musical works presented
at JTF and, as a former JTF ambassador, played a
role in the awards presentation. 

Student and Staff Achievement

Eilidh has also been selected to represent
Australia at the Junior Theatre Festival
Europe 2027 Tour - as part of the Aussie
All-Stars team. Eilidh was one of only two
people selected from Western Australia to
represent the country. 
Eilidh will also be travelling to Adelaide in
January 2026 to compete in the Follow
Your Dreams singing national
championships. 
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Administration News

Uniform Shop Hours 

During Christmas holidays
Our uniform shop hours will be: 
Thursday 29January: 8:30am – 2:30pm (closed 12-1 for lunch)
Friday 30 January: 8:30am – 2:30pm (closed 12-1 for lunch)
Monday 2  February: 8am -12pmnd

The cut off for order forms is 8 January.  Any forms recevied after this date have no guarantee
of being supplied before the commencement of the school year. 

Flexischools  
Flexischools – 2026 New Canteen Ordering App

Court Grammar School is pleased to announce that with the opening of the new Sapling Centre
and Canteen area in 2026 we will be initiating the Flexischools app for parents to place lunch
orders and make over-the-counter purchases at our school. Further information will be provided
to families in the New Year. We encourage families to download the Flexischools app from the
Apple or Google store and follow the prompts to create an account ready for 2026.

Student Smartrider Cards 
Students will be able to make over-the-counter canteen purchases with their existing student ID
card by linking their card to their profile in the Flexischools App.  

2026 Term Dates
Updated 2026 Term dates have been uploaded to the School website.  We encourage all
families to check the latest information in relation to 2026 dates. 

https://apps.apple.com/au/app/flexischools/id1420774608
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?gl=US&hl=en_AU&id=com.flexischools


Community News
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